
 

WALTER BAHR 

Bahr, a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, began playing soccer at the age of 11 when he played with the 

storied Lighthouse Boys Club.. He joined Philadelphia Nationals of the professional American Soccer 

League as an amateur player. After participating in the 1948 Olympics, Bahr turned professional and 

helped his club win ASL titles in 1950, 1951, 1953, and 1955. He then switched to the Uhrik Truckers, 

another team in the Phila-delphia area, and won the ASL title in 1956. Bahr also was a high school teacher 

during his playing years. In thelate 1960s and through the 70’s Bahr was a high school Gym teacher at 

Frankford High School in Philadelphia. He also coached the soccer team. 

 

Additionally, he was selected to the U.S. national team in 1949 and appeared in 19 games. In the 1950 upset of the English 

team, Bahr supplied the pass that Joe Gaetjens headed in for the winning goal. The entire team was inducted into the 

National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1976. 

 

In January 2004, Bahr and the four other living members of the 1950 World Cup Team (Frank Borghi, Harry Keough, Gino 

Pariani and John Souza) were recognized as Honorary All-Americans by the National Soccer Coaches Association of America. 

 

After his retirement as a player, Bahr became a successful soccer coach, leading the Philadelphia Spartans and the 

Philadelphia Ukrainians of the American Soccer League (ASL). 

 

He was selected to coach several USLPA all-star teams and made appearances playing with several “old timers” teams 

including the United German Hungarians and the Vereinigung Erzgebirge. 

 

From 1970-1973 Walt was head coach at Temple University. From Temple, he moved to Penn State. During his 14-year 

tenure at Penn State, the team was selected to the NCAA Tournament 12 times. He was NSCAA Coach of the Year in 1979 and 

elected to the National Soccer Coaches Association of America Hall of Fame in 1995. His overall coaching record is 448 wins, 

137 losses, and 70 draws. 
 

 

A. EDWARD CSONGRADI 

Ed Csongradi was born in Hungary where he learned playing soccer barefoot as a kid, Ed Csongradi signed 

with his hometown adult team, Komadi S.C., at age 16. As a student at the University of Miskolc, he played 

until 1956 when he left Hungary. He finished his education while playing in college and various ethnic 

soccer teams in Toronto, Canada. 

 

In the fall of 1963 he played for Easton S.C. and later for Allentown S.C. 

He played for Allentown SC for 11 years and then as player-coach for Saucon Valley SC and Sunburst SC until 1993 when he 

switched to the O-30 and O-40 ‘Old-Timers’ competition, retiring from active playing at age 72 in 2008. 

 

Ed started his coaching career in 1969 in the Greater Bethlehem Soccer League (GBSL), a recreational youth soccer league 

he co-founded with Tom Fleck, Charlie Garcia and John Makuvek. He was also involved in establishing the Lehigh Valley 

Soccer League (LVSL) in 1974 and the L.V. Youth Soccer League (LVYSL) in 1975 and served these organizations in various 

capacities, including as president. Ed continued coaching at the U-16 and U-19 levels that included a 7 year stint with the 

Shimano Juniors U-19 team (4 league 2 state and numerous tournament championships). He represented the LVYSL on the 

EPYSA Council from 1975-79 and the LVSL at EPSA from 1975-1995 and was a member of the EPYSA coaching staff from 

1980-84. He turned to coaching adults in 1991-1998 with Sunburst SC (4 LVSL and 2 EPSA state championships) and with 

Northampton Community College (1999-2006, state champions in 2006). He also helped coaching middle schools in 

Allentown (1994 City Champions) and in Norristown (Visita-tion BVM CYO, 2008-2011). 

 

Ed Csongradi was one of the original investors of the Pennsylvania Stoners professional soccer team competing in the 

American Soccer League in 1979-81. As Vice-President and Director of Youth Development, he oversaw the running and 

coaching of the three youth and two adult amateur teams the Stoners operated, and directed numerous clinics for players 

and youth coaches in the Lehigh Valley area. 

 

He has been officiating high school (PIAA) and youth (EPSRA) games since 1972 and was a college referee (NISOA) for ten 

years. 
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ALDO D’AVERSA, SR 

 

Aldo D’Aversa, Sr. has been involved in soccer his entire life. Born in Montella, Italy, a small town near 

Naples, the only sport they had at the time was soccer. I n 1958 Aldo came to America at the age of 

eleven. He immediately started playing soccer in Junior High School, and all the way through Senior High 

School at South Philadelphia High School. Living in South Philadelphia, he became a member of the 

Circolo Ricreativeo Italiano which sponsored the Philadelphia Inter team. With Walter Chyzowich as the 

coach, Aldo supported the team, and they went on to win two National Amateur Cup championships. He 

fondly remembers in 1973 beating the San Jose Earthquakes 3-0 at Veteran’s Stadium. He coached the 

Reserve team at the club, and more than once walked away with League Championships. 

 

In the early 1960s, Aldo began attending the United Soccer League monthly meetings and from then through 1993 held 

many different positions within the League, including Delegate, Second Vice-president, First Vice-president, Grievance 

Chairman and finally President. (First and only Italian President they had!) He has been married to his wife Felicia for 45 

years, and have three children – Aldo Jr., Anna and Teresa. Teresa and her husband Kent Johnson have blessed them with 

two beautiful granddaughters – Brianna Lucia and Isabella Rosa. Aldo is now retired after working 42 years as a meat cutter 

for Acme Markets. He enjoys his leisure time spending summers at the shore, and visiting with his granddaughters in 

Washington, PA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GINO FERRAGUTI 

 

“It has been my dream, since I began 45 years ago, to see the USA win a World Cup” 

 

Back in 1971, Gino Ferraguti began his passion for soccer in Pennsylvania by representing an amateur 

team in the United Soccer League of Pennsylvania. Working closely with his colleagues, Gino started an 

indoor league in 1973. Over the next few years, Gino held the title of Game Commissioner at the United 

Soccer League of Pennsylvania, where in the fall 1977 he proudly represented the EPSA. 

 

In 1978, Gino was elected Vice-President of the United Soccer League of Pennsylvania. Over the next few years, he held 

many titles including USASA Cup Commissioner of Region 1. In 1985, Gino had the honor of being elected President of the 

EPSA where in 1986 he attended the National Finals in St. Louis, MO. In the same year, he was convinced by the Regional 

Commissioner to take up the rank of National Cup Commissioner, a title Gino held for the next 4 years. During his time as 

National Cup Commis-sioner, Gino aided in the implementation of all 4 regional cup programs, creation of the under 23 

leagues, and saw the first national cup finals played outside of St. Louis, here in Pennsylvania. Over his 20 years working 

with soccer, Gino accomplished all of these great accomplishments with the help of his lifelong friends and colleagues 

Werner Fricker & Franco Giancroce. 

 

In 1990, Gino resigned from the EPSA for personal reasons, however his heart remained. He asked to thank everyone who 

has worked with & believed in him over the years, many of which have passed on, though their spirit remains with him. 

 

He also wished to express good luck to everyone currently associated with the EPSA and sends his sincerest thank you to all 

for your hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RICHARD GROFF 

 

As the President of the US Adult Soccer Association from 2010 to 2014, Groff helped modernize the 

USASA and increase the association’s role as a leader forwarding the growth and structure of the game 

in the country. Under Groff’s leadership, the USASA has become fiscally strong, expanded and 

simplified player registration through an online registration system and developed insurance plans for 

adult players through-out the country. 

 

As a young amateur player Groff played for the Harugari Soccer Club of the Lehigh Valley in competitions of the Lehigh 

Valley area as well as in the first division of the United Soccer League of PA. Groff began his more than three-decade foray 

into soccer in the United States as an administrator in 1986 when he was elected Vice President of the Eastern Pennsylvania 

Youth Soccer Association and then President a year later. In 1989, Groff began a stellar period of promoting U. S. National 

Team games – the Men’s National Team went from an average crowd of 16,540 in 1990 to 30,829 in 1994 – and was elected 

Treasurer of U.S. Soccer in 1990. He helped organize pre-World Cup matches throughout 1990 and, along with Sunil Gulati, 

organized the 1992 U.S. Cup, a tournament that ran until 2000 with the exception of FIFA World Cup years in 1994 and 

1998. In 1994, Groff was instrumental in organizing the Women’s Chiquita Cup, which the USA won against China, Germany 

and Norway, a tournament that proved the WNT was a draw in its own right. Later that year, he became the Commissioner 

of the American Professional Soccer League and helped to not only keep the league from folding, but transformed it into a 

viable entity that paved the way for Major League Soccer and USL PRO. Under his stewardship the A-League developed 

sponsorships and a television broadcast deal, signed new franchises and engineered a merger with United Soccer Leagues 

that solidified the future of what is now the third tier of professional soccer in the United States. In 2014 Richard Groff was 

the recipient of the prestigious US Soccer Werner Fricker Builders Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

JOE LEITNER 

 

An immigrant from Hungary has been known as Chester County’s Mr. Soccer, for several decades. Joe 

started playing organized soccer in 1947 where he eventually became the captain of the West Hungarian 

Junior National Team. He competed internationally against such teams as the Czechoslovakia prior to 

leaving his home country. In 1957, he came to the U.S. as a Hungarian refugee at the age of 21. He began 

playing soccer in the American Professional Soccer League for the Philadelphia Ukrainian Nationals 

1960, and then for the Uhrik Truckers in 1961.  

 

Although Joe was not yet able to speak fluent English, he was able to “speak another language” – an international language 

of soccer. Joe was responsible for a soccer renaissance in West Chester, leading it to become a soccer hotbed. He was the 

Director of the West Chester Summer Soccer League, which under his guidance won U16 National Invitational Champion-

ships from 1960 through 1963 and 1965. He played and coached an Adult team from West Chester Area which dominated 

from 1966 – 1971 with consecutive wins in the Delaware Valley Soccer League. Leitner was coach and manager of the 

successful Worthy Brothers Soccer team which competed successfully in the United Soccer League winning championships 

in the second and first divisions of that League. In 1970, Joe formed the West Chester Little League for kids ages 6-14. Joe’s 

summer program eventually grew to 80 teams and touched over 2,000 players. Joe also ran a soccer day camp at Westtown. 

Leitner held positions at Swarthmore College, leading them to second in the nation in Division three of the NCAA. He also 

held a position at Lincoln University for a brief period of time, before Swarthmore College recruited him back. Joe has truly 

left his soccer footprint on the lives of so many youth and young adult players in the Eastern Pennsylvania Area. He spent 

many years as a Referee and now spends his time in retirement still enjoying soccer as a spectator. He has been a devoted 

husband to Maria his wife of over 50+ years, and has passed his love of soccer to his children, grandchildren and great 

grandchildren, all of which are all involved in various levels of sports and have an appreciation of his great legacy and love 

of soccer. 

 

 

 

 



LEN OLIVER 
 

Len Oliver comes from a soccer-playing ethnic family of Scottish immigrants. His career epitomizes the 

im-migrant soccer story. Oliver, an outstanding midfielder of his era, had early successes in winning 

National Junior Titles with Philadelphia’s Lighthouse Boys Club, Philadelphia Amateur League titles with 

Kensington Blue Bells, citywide high school titles with Northeast High School, NCAA titles with Temple 

University, and American Soccer League titles with the Philadelphia Uhriks. 

 

Oliver, won honors at every level, including three-time Collegiate All-American (1951, 1953, 1954), captaining Temple in its 

1952 Soccer Bowl victory, captaining the Philadelphia Uhriks in the late 1950s, and making the ASL All-Stars (1960). Oliver, 

a “soccer ambassador,” used his military career and subsequent travels to play in six different cities, making All-Star teams 

in each league (Philadelphia Amateurs, American Soccer League, San Francisco, Southern Germany, Washington DC, and 

Baltimore). 

 

Oliver’s story with the US National teams is one of dogged perseverance. At 17, he was the youngest player ever in the Olym-

pic tryouts (1952), broke his leg in a game and missed the 1956 games, caught Mononucleosis before the 1959 Pan 

American Games, but finally made the U.S. Pan American Team in 1963and the U.S. Olympic Team in 1964. 

 

Oliver has been coaching continuously in Washington, DC since the late 1970s. He helped establish the DC Stoddert Soccer 

League now comprising 5,000 youngsters with a full range of programs. He started the League’s first travel team, offered 

coach-ing clinics, and served as Director of Coaching until 2007. Oliver attained his USSF ‘A’ Coaching License in 1990, 

serves on the Virginia Youth Soccer Association’s Staff, and is a certified Referee. 

 

Oliver has trained over 5,000 coaches from 91 countries, setting high standards for soccer coaching in the Washington, DC 

area. He served as the lead instructor for DC United’s popular 1999 “Coaches Corner” series at RFK Stadium. He writes 

nationally and has had several articles in the NSCAA Journal. 

 

Oliver has been recognized with his induction into the Temple University Athletic Hall of Fame, the USSF National Soccer 

Hall of Fame, the Philadelphia Old Timers Soccer Hall of Fame ), Temple University’s Team Hall of Fame, Northeast High 

School’s “Wall of Fame,” and the first class in the Virginia-DC Soccer Hall of Fame, an organization he founded and currently 

chairs. He received Virginia Youth Soccer “Exemplary Service Award” and DCSSL named its coach’s award the “Len Oliver 

Open Coach of the Year Award.” In November, 2014, the DC City Council awarded Len its “Council Recognition Award” in 

recognition of his soccer achievements. He continues to write, lecture, and promote the game. 

 

 

ROGER SCHOTT 
 

Roger was born in France in 1928. He played semi and professional football in for Etoile Reichshoffen from 

1935 -1938, Racing Club (1945-46) and AS Ingwiller (1947-1949). From 1950-53 he was elected as 

delegate to LAFA. He became a referee in 1951 before coming to the United States in 1954 and began his 

refereeing career in 1956. Roger began to referee Class “A” matches, including US Amateur Open Cup 

Matches. From 1962-1986 Roger acted as referee or linesman in 20 International matches including  

such foreign teams as River Platte from Argentina, Dundee of Scotland, and VFR Stuttgart of Germany. Herefereed in the ASL 

and NASL and worked 22 full international matches, including World Cup and Olympic eliminations. In 1968 Mr. Schott 

became a staff referee for the NASL under the direction of Eddie Pearson and officiated in every NASL final from 1968 

through 1976. 

 

He ended his career in 1978 in the NASL at the age of 50, having refereed 160 NASL matches. 

 

Roger was also very involved in the administration and instruction of other referees. In 1963 he became the corresponding 

secretary of EP&D Referee Association and 2 years later was elected general secretary to the same organization and held the 

post through 1975. He was appointed to the FIFA Panel in 1972 and developed the Referee Assessment Program in 1978 

and since then has assisted the USSF in numerous different capacities. He has willingly donated his time and wisdom to the 

USSF, CONCACAF and FIFA. In 2006 he was inducted into the US Adult Soccer Hall of Fame, and he is still actively involved 

with the administration of soccer in Eastern Pennsylvania. He is the recipient of the prestigious US Soccer Eddie Pearson 

Award. 

 

 



 

RON & BETTY D’ANJOLELL (1937 – 2003) (1938 – 2012) 

 

It goes without saying that these two individuals were a team, If Ron D’Anjolell got involved in 

a project you got Betty’s help and If Betty worked on her passionate projects and programs 

Ron was there as well. It is fitting that these two giants of soccer In Eastern Pennsylvania are 

honored together. 

 

Ron D’Anjolell was deeply involved in the formation and leadership of the youth programs at the grassroots level in the 

Lansdowne area. His involvement led him to become president of the EPYSA. It was under his tenure as president that the 

Youth associations achieved tremendous growth in affiliated membership as well as development of major programs that 

are commonplace today. 

 

His administrative skills were recognized by the EPSA adult association and he was then recruited to become involved there. 

He served as State Cup Commissioner for EPSA, Region One Cup Commissioner and ultimately he became the National Cups 

Com-missioner of USASA. 

 

Betty D’Anjolell was a pioneer in promoting and establishing the game of soccer for women in the United States. She began 

her foray into soccer in the early 1970s when she and her husband Ron started coaching their children’s soccer teams. She 

helped create the Tri-County Girls Soccer League to provide a higher level of competition for girls. The Tri-County Women’s 

Soccer League now offers competitive soccer to over 500 women. 

 

She was part of a group of women who helped women jostle for relevancy in a male dominated sport. The group was finally 

able to gain support and women’s soccer was accepted by the United States Olympic Committee for its 1985 Olympic Sports 

Festival in Baton Rouge, LA. The U.S. Women’s National team was born and then played in a tournament in Jesolo, Italy. Its 

first official match was on August 18, 1985, and fought to a 1-0 loss against Italy. 

 

D’Anjolell served as the National Chairperson for the USYS Olympic Development Program from 1985-1989 and it was due 

to the success of the program that helped lead to the formation of a full-fledged U.S. Women’s National team, and the team’s 

appearance and victory in the first Women’s World Cup in China in 1991. Betty was there through it all. She also chaired 

several committees of the US Adult Soccer Association working on the US Select Festival and the development of the USASA 

Women’s Committee. 

 

Also in the 1980s D’Anjolell worked for Soccer USA Partners, the marketing arm of the U.S. Soccer Federation, as Director of 

Operations, and eventually Vice-President of Operations. 

 

From there she joined the front office of DC United in the newly created Major League Soccer. She served as Vice-President 

of Operations from 1995-1998, the first female VP in the League. 

 

In 1998 she joined the Miami Fusion as Chief Operating Officer and interim General Manager, a position she held until 

resigning the following year. 

 

The D’Anjolell Award has been presented since 1986 to an outstanding Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer club or league. 

The award is named for the late Ron and Betty D’Anjolell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WALTER CHYZOWYCH (1937 – 1994) 

 

Walter was a Ukrainian born soccer player who played for Philadelphia Ukrainian 

Nationals and Newark Sitch of the American Soccer League and was later a coach for 

the United States national soccer team.  

 

Chyzowych moved to the United States at an early age and was two-time first team All-American at 

Temple University where he attended from 1957–1961, setting a team record for goals with 25. His first club team was 

Toronto City from 1961-1964. In 1964, Chyzowych earned his first cap with the national team; in total, he earned three caps. 

Chyzowych also played one season for the Philadelphia Spartans of the National Professional Soccer League in 1967; he 

played 15 games earning three goals and three assists. Chyzowych began his coaching career coaching Philadelphia Textile 

(Philadelphia University) from 1961-1963. Chyzowych coached Philadelphia Inter of the USLPA in 1973 and 1974 where 

they captured the US National Amateur Cup both years. He was the director of coaching for the U.S. Soccer Federation from 

1975-1981. He can be credited with directing the development and structure of the first US National Coaching manuals as 

well as the US Coaching educational system. He coached the National Team from 1976–1980, including the qualification 

rounds for the 1978 and 1982 World Cups. Chyzowich coached and qualified the United States for the 1980 Olympic Games. 

This success appears in no record books often overlooked as the USA boycotted the 

 

Moscow 1980 Games. His biggest win while with the National Team was 2-0 upset of Hungary in 1979. Overall he had a 

respect-able 8-14-10 record while with the national team. In 1986 he was named head coach at Wake Forest University, 

leading the team to four NCAA bids and one ACC championship in eight years. To this day Walt is recognized as one of the 

leading mentors to many coaches in the United States. Chyzowych was inducted in the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1997. 

 

 

 

 

WERNER FRICKER (1936 – 2001) 

 

Born in Karlsdorf, Banat, Yugoslavia (today Serbia) in 1936, Werner Fricker spent his teenage years 

playing soccer in Austria and immigrated to the United States in 1952 settling near Philadelphia. It was in 

1954 that he would first step on a soccer field with the United German Hungarians. His association with 

this club would go on for the rest of his life. As a star midfielder Fricker captained their Major Team from 

1959 to 1969 taking them to six consecutive USLPA titles as well as the 1965 US Amateur Cup 

Championship. He would later serve as president of the club from 1968-1976. 

 

In 1963, Werner was selected for the United States Olympic team. Fricker also was named to the USLPA All-Star team from 

1958-1968 and captained the team for six of those years. In 1959, he took part in the founding of the United Soccer League; 

Eastern Pennsylvania’s Elite US Amateur League and served as its Secretary from 1967-1970 and it’s President from 1970-

1972. A leader in East Penn, Fricker coordinated efforts of other greats such as Walt Chyzowych, Roger Schott, and later 

Richard Groff. All of whom would later be part of his team in efforts to build coaching, referee, and soccer business programs 

across the nation. 

 

In 1972, Fricker was elected president of the Eastern Pennsylvania Soccer Association and served until 1974 when he was 

elected Vice President of the United States Soccer Federation. He held that role until 1984 when he was elected as the USSF 

President. From 1984 to 1990, he played a great role in improving the U.S. Soccer Federation’s financial situation, but is best 

known for the successful World Cup bid. It also was on Fricker’s watch, in 1989, that the United States qualified for the 

World Cup for the first time in 40 years. He presided over the launch of the women’s national team in 1985 and the 

formation of the boys U-17 program. In 1981, as vice-president, he had master-minded the start of the U-20 program. In 

2002, the USSF created the Werner Fricker Builder’s Award in memory of his contributions. Fricker over the years also was 

a member of the CONCACAF Executive Commit-tee and has been inducted into the CONCACAF Hall of Fame, the US Soccer 

Hall of Fame, the USASA Hall of Fame, the SEPA Hall of Fame and is an NSCAA Honorary All American. 

 

 

 

 



 

JOHN K. HUNTER (1921 – 1970) 

 

John Hunter was an immigrant from Scotland whose family settled in Kensington Philadelphia. He played 

for Lighthouse Soccer Club. Some fifty years ago John had a vision. He responded to our then President of 

the United States John Kennedy, and his call to provide physical fitness programs for our youth. He gath-

ered a group of Cub Scouts and invited them to meet on a Saturday at Abington High School and brought a 

volley ball to the field. He had a great response to his invitation, which was not unusual for his charismatic 

personality. Bringing this group of young boys together with a ball on a Saturday for the first time meant 

 

only one thing – the forming of the first soccer team to ever venture in the town of Glenside. John’s work instilled discipline, 

cooperation, skill and above all sportsmanship. He designed and was responsible for the first player pass ever to be intro-

duced into youth soccer in our area. While primarily dedicated to youth, Hunter worked closely with officials of the amateur 

adult league, and the EPSA. 

 

Regretfully, God took John at the young age of 49. However, in his 49 years, he had accomplished much success from per-

sonal business, to being commissioner of the Boy Scouts of America. He was President of the St. Luke’s soccer Club, and 

Secretary of the Eastern PA Soccer Association. He was also a member of the Knights of Columbus. There was little to decide 

at John’s passing that the name of St. Luke’s Soccer club be changed as a memorial to him, so it began the beginning of the 

Hunter Soccer Club, which celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2012, and its message lives on, “Sportsmanship is our motto 

and Soccer is our game”. 

 

 

 

 

 

WERNER W. KRAHECK (1919 – 1998) 

 

Werner was born in 1919 in Berlin, Germany. He moved to the United States when he was a child and his 

family settled in the Reading, Pennsylvania area. He played soccer as a teenager for the Reading Amerks, 

then Germania. A tool and die maker by trade, his love of soccer soon led him to join with other like-

minded enthusiasts. 

 

1n 1959 as a manager of the Reading Amerks, Werner Kraheck was a founder and incorporator of the 

United Soccer League of Pa. where he led the Amerks to capture the inaugural Championship of the Major Division in 1960. 

 

In 1969 Werner formed the Reading-Berks Junior Soccer League and was its president for 16 years. He continued his 

involve-ment in Amateur Soccer by becoming president of the Central Pennsylvania Amateur Soccer League for 14 years. In 

1987 Werner and some others broke away from Central Penn and began the Eastern Pennsylvania Amateur Soccer League, 

a new amateur league out of Berks County. He headed the league until 1991 when he resigned due to ill health. 

 

He was also a referee and headed the Berks County Soccer Officials from 1951-1972. Werner died in 1998, leaving behind a 

widow, Edith, and two children, Heidi and Eric. 

 

His life-long interest in the game of soccer led him to be a forerunner of Youth and Amateur soccer in Reading and Berks 

County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WALTER Mc CLINTON (1931 – 2011) 

 

From 1993-2002 Walter served as 1st Vice-President of Eastern Pennsylvania Soccer Association. In 

addition to his many responsibilities as Vice-President, his dedicated service included work in the many 

areas developing the game in Eastern Pennsylvania. Prior to this Walt had served in many capacities in 

the Inter County Soccer League at both the Adult and Youth Levels. 

 

He was Chairman of the State Arbitration Committee for player appeals, and referee abuse cases. Under 

his direction as state registrar of EPSA he created an electronic database registration system, by where all players could be 

tracked, filed and registered by simply signing a pre-developed and pre-completed player form. He organized the 

coordination of all EPSA Member Leagues to work under the same registration system. 

 

He served as USASA State Cup Commissioner. He spearheaded recruitment and affiliation of many new member leagues, in-

cluding several Hispanic & Latino, Recreational, Women’s & Co-ed leagues. He served as representative and delegate to 

USASA Region One, USASA National Council and USSF National Council. He was a Member of USASA National Budget 

Committee. He was the administrator for the EPSA Men’s and Women’s U-23 State Select and Donnelly Cup Teams, which 

competed success-fully in the USASA select Team program. 

 

In 2000 & 2002 he helped organize and stage the USASA National Cup Finals in Eastern Pa. While serving as Vice President 

of the EPSA he was responsible for all office & staff operations of the State Association. 

 

Walter’s passing was a terrible loss for Eastern Pennsylvania, and he will be greatly missed. Walter was inducted into the US 

Adult Soccer Hall of fame and the SEPA Hall of fame. 

 

CHARLOTTE MORAN (1943 – 2009) 

Charlotte Moran was involved with youth soccer for 30 years as an administrator in nearly every way 

possible 
 

— helping advance the game at the local, state, regional and national levels. Her contributions to the game 

began when she worked as a team manager and grew through the years to soccer’s biggest stage, as she 

was a member of the Local Organizing Committee for the 2003 Women’s World Cup’s Philadelphia venue. 
 

At the state level, Moran held several roles with the Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association, 

including Executive Director. She also acted as EPYSA President for seven and a half years, Vice President 

of Travel for two years and the US Youth Soccer ODP Girls Eastern Pennsylvania Administrator for 17 

years. 
 

Charlotte also served as a Vice President of the EPSA adult association, during this tenure she was actively engaged in 

assisting the EPSA with their programs. She served as Women’s coordinator for the Association and was an active member 

of the USASA women’s development Committee. 

 

Moran’s leadership wasn’t limited to the state level, as she was a strong advocate of improving the game — especially the 

women’s game — to the regional and national levels. She acted as the US Youth Soccer ODP Girls National Chair for four 

years, and was a member of the Region I ODP Tournament Committee in addition to having the role as the ODP Girls Region 

I Administrator for a number of years. She also worked on the local organizing committee of multiple women’s 

international soccer tournaments, including the previously mentioned 2003 Women’s World Cup. 
 

For two years, she acted as the Chairperson for the U.S. Soccer Women’s Committee, and she was also a member of the 

NSCAA’s Diversity Committee and Women’s Committee. Moran has been inducted into the Philadelphia Soccer Hall of Fame 

and received the 2007 NSCAA Women’s Committee Award of Excellence, as well as the NSCAA Youth Long Term Service 

award in 2008. 
 

Moran’s impact on the game continues today, as the NSCAA Women’s Committee offers the Moran Memorial Scholarship to 

an individual dedicated to the growth and development of girls and women in soccer. The NSCAA website explains that 

Moran’s wishes were “to provide financial support to anyone involved as a player, coach or administrator of girls or 

women’s soccer for their positive contribution to the sport or in support of their continued work in the development or 

promotion of the women’s game.” 

 

 

 



 

HANS PETERS (1909 – 1987) 

 

Hans was born in Germany, the 11th of 11 children, not long before World War I began. He was sent to live 

in the Netherlands at age eight, A Carpenter; Hans also excelled in “football” and played on teams, to the 

point of nearly making the Dutch Olympic team in 1928. Shortly thereafter Hans immigrated to the United 

States, to Poughkeepsie NY, where he organized and played on local soccer teams. 

 

He moved to Bristol PA in 1941 where he continued working as a carpenter. In 1946 they joined Bryn 

Gweled Homesteads, an interracial interfaith cooperative community in Bucks County. Hans joined the Referee Association 

in 1949. 

 

In 1955 Hans began gathering neighborhood boys together, teaching soccer and holding practice, and teaching the rules, 

techniques of the game, teamwork and fair play. Everyone got a chance to play, no matter what their skills or lack of such. A 

boy with poor eyesight gained self-confidence, one who was overweight became more fit, and Hans circled by the Hebrew 

school to pick up another player on the way to a game. They entered a team in the Philadelphia Recreation League. 

 

In 1960 as the suburbs were growing, Hans together with others formed the Inter-County Soccer League (ICSL), with just six 

teams in Bucks, Montgomery and Philadelphia Counties. The league grew and leagues began splitting off into the Delco and 

Upper Bucks Soccer Leagues, forming adult and youth teams. Hans set the tone of fairness, cooperation, control of fans and 

giving opportunities for all to play. 

 

The Bryn Gweled Community hosted 16 teams with players from surrounding towns on two of their fields at their 

Community Center. Over time teams brought home many trophies, making up for early losses. Hans served as Secretary of 

the ICSL for 17 years, making schedules and assigning referees. In the late 1970’s Upper Southampton Township took over 

the local soccer program started by Hans Peters, and became the Southampton Soccer Association. 

 

In 1972 visiting in Germany, Hans was invited to referee a women’s soccer game. Until then it had been a boys and men’s 

game. Suddenly this new idea took hold and the ICSL formed the first girls division in the fall of 1973. 

 

Hans was active in the Eastern Pennsylvania Soccer Association Referee program, Eastern Pennsylvania Soccer Association 

and the Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association, teaching referee training courses, and having a positive influence on 

the soccer community as a whole. For years the ICSL held the Hans Peters tournament and His wife Jane was able to give out 

trophies in his name. He died at the age of 77. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

KARL REGUL (1927 – 1996) 

 

Karl Regul was a soccer administrator from Eastern Pennsylvania who dedicated his entire adult life to the 

developing and leading soccer in eastern Pennsylvania. Karl was a member of the Vereinigung Erzgebirge 

Soccer Club since early childhood and became involved there in supporting and managing soccer 

programs. He became involved with the United Soccer League of PA., where he served in many capacities 

including, 

 

registration, grievance, and organization of all-star select teams. He served on the Board of Directors of the league and then 

President of the League. His involvement with the EPSA included service as a member of the council and then President of 

the State Association. He was a respected delegate to the US Soccer Federation, and worked on several committees at the 

regional and national level. In 1984 together with the EPYSA President he co-chaired the Committee to Elect Werner Fricker 

as president of US Soccer. After serving as State President, Karl returned to work in the USL PA where he continued to 

support the game through service to the Board as well as service as a delegate of the League to the EPSA Council. 

 

 

 

 

 

TOM SAGER (1898 – 1986) 

 

Mr. Sager served as president of the U.S. Soccer Federation from 1941 to 1945 and was a leader of many 

Philadelphia soccer organizations. He served as president of the National Soccer League of Philadelphia 

from 1932 to 1939. He was president of the Eastern Pennsylvania Soccer Association from 1934 to 1941 

and again from 1943 to 1973.  

 

He was the longest serving president of the EPSA. He was a director of the American Soccer League 

from 1935 to 1942. Mr. Sager was also a longtime leader of the Philadelphia Old Timers Association (SEPA Hall of Fame) and 

a leader in the move to establish a National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1950. He was inducted into the US Soccer Hall of Fame in 

1968.


